Patient Protection, Facility Security,
& Malpractice Liability in Correctional Healthcare
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How would you respond as the provider?

In jails and prisons, healthcare professionals face conflicts between the clinician’s obligation to act in the best interest
of the patient and their obligation to the security authority in the facility.3 These dual loyalty dilemmas are serious
ethical conflicts that may compromise therapeutic alliance, strain relationships with facility staff, and lead to

burnout.3 Dual loyalty also presents safety risks and increases liability for professionals and facilities.
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